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Topic 1: Consensus Democracy

Disperse of power, not concentration of power.

Different ideologies, linguistic, regional or ethnic groups share the political power. 

Typical in Switzerland and Belgium. 

Proportional representation, coalition governments. 

 (neither Presidential nor Parliamentary in Switzerland, Constitutional Monarchy in Belgium)

Multiparty system: Many parties that can come into power, coalition governments. 

Proportional representation, proportional electoral system. 

Corporatist interest groups: Fewer interest groups with more members. 

Federalism: Central government share the power with the regional governments. 

Constitutional rigidity: Written constitutions in both states. In Switzerland, the constitution is amended by referendum. The majority of people in the majority of 26 cantons should vote “for”. 

In Belgium, two-thirds of the legislative branch should vote “for” and, approval of the majority of both the French speaking and Dutch speaking members of the legislation is required for constitutional amendments. French speaking minority enjoys a veto right. 

3 regions, each of them 5 provinces. 

1. The federal government, based in Brussels.

2. The three language communities:

· the Flemish Community (Dutch-speaking);

· the French Community (French-speaking);

· the German-speaking Community.

3. The three regions:

· the Flemish Region, subdivided into five provinces;

· the Walloon Region, subdivided into five provinces;

· the Brussels-Capital Region.

Topic 2: Westminster (Majoritarian Democracy) in UK

The typical example is UK. 

The cabinet (ministers) are composed of members of the party having the majority at House of Commons. 

Generally, one-party and bare-party governments are established. Minority is excluded. ,

Over 50% majority? Majority to the other segments. Not to the whole community. 

2001 Elections, Labor votes 41%, Labor seats 62%. 

Parliament over cabinet? Or vice versa? 

Two-party system: One of the two dominant parties come into power. 

Disproportional Representation and majoritarion electoral system: 

Winner-takes-all (the second candidate loses), 1 seat in the constituency. 

40% of votes, 60% of seats. 

Bicameralism: The Parliament is composed of two Houses. House of Commons and House of Lords. 

House of Commons is elected by the people. 

House of Lords is composed of “nobles”, “life peers” and senior bishops. The Lords are appointed by the Queen on the advise of the Prime Minister and the Appointment Commission.  Some Lords are party members, some Lords are Indipendent. Hereditary membership. Currently 227 Conservatives, 105 Liberals, 216 Labors, 26 Bishops, 181 Crossbenchers (Independent or minor parties). 92 hereditary. 

For a law to be made, both houses and the Queen should approve it. 

House of Commons number fixed: 650.

House of Lords number not fixed: Currently 790. 

In UK, the constitution is “unwritten” and “flexible”. Magna Carta 1215, the Bill

of Rights 1689, Civil Contingencies Act 2004… 

Pluralist interest groups in UK: Many interest groups (trade unions, associations, etc.) with smaller member numbers. In Corporatism, less interest groups with greater amounts of members. 

In written constitutions, generally two third of the Parliament should vote for. In UK, the so called “basic laws” can be amended by 51% majority. 

Juridical review: In some other democracies, Constitutional Court. In UK, it was the Parliament till 1973. Since 1973, it is the European Court of Justice. 

Topic 3: Credit chains 

Banks provide credits to citizens.

Finance sectors provide credits to banks. 

If one actor fails to pay back, the next actor fails as well. 

Keynesian School in economy: 

More governmental intervention, more employment policies. 

Frieadman (Chicago) School: 

Less governmental intervention, government should limit itself to interest rate regulations.

According to Maastricht criteria, the amount of foreign debts of a state cannot exceed the %60 of GDP. 

IMF and World Bank are the two central creditors at global level. 

Troika: The “Troika” is composed of three institutions: IMF, European Commission, European Central Bank. 




Topic 4 

Robert Dahl: 8 Indicators of democracy

(1) the right to vote, 
(2) the right to be elected, 
(3) the right of political leaders to compete for support and votes, 
(4) elections that are free and fair, 
(5) freedom of association, 
(6) freedom of expression, 
(7) alternative sources of information, 
(8) institutions for making public policies depend on votes and other expressions of preference.
Strom & Muller 

Office-seeking party:
Capturing as much offices as possible. 

Policy-seeking party:
Effecting public policies as much as possible. 

Vote-seeking party:
Gaining as much votes as possible. 

Office seeking party: 

If you insist on offices (e.g. ministries), you are likely to be asked to make concessions from your policies

Each party tries to maximize its votes. 

Each party formulate policies to win elections. They do not win elections to formulate policies. 

If you insist on policies, you may hardly find coalition partners and you may hardly increase your votes. 

If you insist on offices and you sacrifice your policies, you can disappoint your supporters and lose votes. 

Being in the coalition gives you more chances to affect policies when compared to remain in the opposition. 

While you capture a ministry, you appoint your own party members to some positions and your party might to some extend be satisfied. 

A successful performance at the office might increase your votes in the next elections. 

Making concessions from your policies might disappoint your supporters and you can lose votes.

If a party gains enough votes to participate in a coalition, then it has a hard equilibrium to preserve between offices, policies and future elections. 





TOPIC 5 

Parliamentary system (UK, Italy, Greece): 

People elect the legislature. 

The government requires vote of confidence from the Parliament. 

The government and Parliament can dissolve each other. 

Presidential system (USA, Venezuela): 

People elect the president and the legislature. 

The government does not require vote of confidence from the legislature. 

The cabinet and legislature cannot dissolve each other. 

Hybrid (or Semi-presidential system) France, Russia:

In some democracies, functions more like the parliamentary system. 

But, in some others, the President is given some veto rights for the governmental and legislative actions. 

Prime Minister executes, parliament enacts. 

However, there is a President elected or appointed for a fix term.

In each semi-presidential system, the President has different authorities. 

In France, government deals about the budget, but the President enjoys large authorities in foreign policy and defense. 

In France, the Parliament can dissolve the cabinet (vote of confidence), but cannot dismiss the President.  

In France, the President might ask for early elections. 

President and Prime Minister shares the executive power, but, the President has larger authorities. 

TOPIC 6: Propaganda 

No politician is free of propaganda. 

No politicized individual is free of propaganda. 

Propaganda is made for someone or something and against someone or something. 

Propaganda is the management of collective attitudes by the manipulation of significant symbols.

Rhetoric and symbolism: Politicians use symbols to manipulate the public opinion. 

Tsipras: Visit to communists killed by Nazis. Anti-German attitude. 

Kammenos: Visit to Kardak islands. Anti-Turkish attitude. 

A person, a territory and an object might be a symbol. 

Media: uses symbols, broadcasts the speeches of politicians 

Government, opposition and NGOs use the media for propaganda. 

Businessmen: Economic marketing. Politicians: Political marketing. 

Politicians should convince the voters: “We have done good things”, or, “we will do good things”. 

Mobilizations, demonstrations, marches are massive propaganda activities. 

Western Europe Media: More commercial, more independent from parties. 

Mediterranean Media: Less commercial, more dependent on political parties. 

Topic 7: Decisions in Politics 

Input-Alternatives-Decision-Process-Result

How do we analyze the decisions? 

Rational actor model

The “economic man” is supposed to decide in a “rational” way. Calculates the inputs and outcomes and decides. So, in following the rational actor model, we assume that the decision-maker is rational and does the following: 

-Detects the quality of the problem. 

-Detects the priorities. 

-Analyzes the ways to reach the goals based on their effectiveness and requirements. 

- Follows the way that is the most likely to attain the goal. 

“Much more of joy, less of pain”. 

All the times the right choice? 

The decision is made by the leader (party leader, Minister, Bureaucrat, Manager, Prime Minister, President, General, etc.)

How about the associates and advisors? All the times right information and accurate calculations? 

Rational choice is the agreement on the risk of unpredictable outcomes. 

Which one is better? Increasing taxes or reducing the health services’ expenditures?  

Disjoint Incrementalism (step by step) 

Small steps for more daily and short-term problems. 

No “revolutionary” or “utopic” decisions. 

Everything begins from zero? How about the outcomes of the former decisions? 

In the disjoint incrementalism, the decision-makers try to avoid problems instead of solving problems. 

“Just save the day, don’t play the Che”.

Bureaucratic organization models 

Graham Allison’s analysis model (Cuban crisis 1962) is composed of two levels of analysis: 

1-) Organizational process model: Analysis of values, assumptions, behaviors and internal dynamics of one body (e.g. Ministry)

2-) Bureaucratic politics model: Analysis of intra-unit and inter-unit interests (e.g. in Cuban crisis, army suggested war, diplomats suggested diplomacy) 

Belief system model 

-Analysis of ethical and political values followed by decision-makers. 

-Analysis of political choices. 

TOPIC 8

Parties:

A

B

C

D

E

                    (Left)








     (Right)  

Seats:


8

21

26

12

33 

Total: 80

In a coalition government, if the concern is maximizing the number of ministries, a large party requires a small party. Likewise, a medium or small party does not wish to have another small party in the coalition. 

Ideological range: If the parties concern about the ideological stances, leftists are not likely to align with rightist and the rightists are not likely to align with leftists. And an ideal coalition would be ECD, ED or CBA. 

Policy-viable coalitions: If there is a medium and median (centralist) party (as the party C), it is useful to include it in the coalition (e.g. for receiving support to amend the constitution).  

FINAL EXAM TOPICS: BEGINNING FROM THIS PAGE, ALL THE REST ARE INCLUDED IN THE FINAL EXAM!!! 
TOPIC 9: Human rights:

Citizenship rights and constitutions of democratic states are based upon the universal human rights declaration of UN.
Fundamental rights and freedoms given to individuals and groups, regardless of race, religion, language and gender. 

“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights”.  Article 1, 
UN declaration of human rights. 

Human rights are interdependent, indivisible and interrelated. 

Approaches: Cosmopolitanism, Communitarianism 

Cosmopolitanism: Each individual and society in the World should enjoy the 

universal human rights. 

Communitarianism: The “human rights” is a Western concept. The non-Western 
conpcepts should not be dictated to follow the human rights.
Fundamental human rights :

-Right to live
-Right to have medical treatment
-Right to have education 
-Right to own individual property
-Right to travel 

-Right to communicate
-Right for legal defense 

-Right to defend your rights 
-Right to elect and be elected 
-Right for the privacy of private life
-Right to benefit the public services equally 


TOPIC 10: Colonialism, Imperialism

One state’s extensive dominance over another.

Why Imperialism? 

-Colonialized (subordinate) country might be useful as human or natural resources 

- Colonialized (subordinate) country might become a controlled market for Imperialist state’s products. 

-Colonialized (subordinate) country might be used as a buffer between the Imperialist states and its rivals. 

-Imperialist state might will to guide the subordinate state by dictating political or religious values. 

- Influence over a subordinate country might increase the international prestige of the Imperialist state. 

1. Segregationist Colonialism: Exploiting the resources of the subordinate country. No attention is paid to develop the subordinate state economically (Belgium, Germany and Portugal in African and Asian colonies) 

2. Assimilationist Colonialism: The subordinate country is converted into an external extension of the Imperialist state. The subordinate country is still exploited, however it is given the chance to develop politically, economically and culturally by institutions created by the Imperialist state, based on the values of the Imperialist state (French colonialism in Africa and Asia, Soviet colonialism). 

3. Indirect Colonialism: The Imperialist state utilizes the leaders of the subordinate state as intermediaries and controls the subordinate state indirectly (USA in some Latin American regions). 

Neo-Colonialism:

Beginning with mid-20th Century, Imperialist powers granted political independence to their colonies. However, the ex-colonies remained to some extent dependent on their ex-rulers. 

Foreign aid, loans, technology transfer, military support and economic intervention were the main sources of Neo-Colonialism in post-independence.  

Globalism: 

Economic globalism: Long distance flow of goods, services, capital etc. 

Socio-cultural globalism: free movement of ideas, people, information, culture etc. 

Pro-globalism: Integrates the world and humanity. Technology and knowledge becomes globalized. More efficient production, more efficient marketing. Flow of investments and cooperation. 

Anti-globalism: The disparities in wealth and power increases. “Race to the bottom”: The search for the cheapest labor, cheapest taxes, least political control for production. Cultural homogeneity is challenged. 

TOPIC 11: Politics of Ethnic Conflicts

Power-sharing democracy: In post-Colonial societies, minor ethnic groups were given the right to veto the major ethnic groups with power-sharing democracies. 

Ethnic conflicts occurred particularly in post-Imperial, post-Colonial and post-Communist states. 

Under Imperial rule, Colonial rule and Communist rule, there is no sense of “ruling class” or “dominant political ideology”. So, the card of ethnic nationalism cannot be played. 

In democratization eras, particularly in Eastern societies, the bourgeoisie of minor groups hardly competes with the bourgeoisie of major groups in the local market. 

People of poor ethnic groups become “cheap labor” for the rich ethnic groups. 

Richer ethnic groups’ members more easily find government jobs because their educational level is higher. But, they are asked to pay much more taxes than the poor ethnic groups. 

Economic inequalities trigger ethnic conflicts. 

Major groups try to centralize the state, minor groups try to de-centralize the state. 

Centralization might reach to assimilation, de-centralization might reach to secession. 

Assimilative policies by major groups trigger secessionist policies by minor groups.

Secessionist policies by minor groups trigger assimilative policies by major groups. 

Cross-ethnic voting, thus the right of ethnic groups to vote for each other’s candidates is an effective method of balancing ethnic conflicts. 

When they ask for different ethnic groups’ votes, the politicians need to be moderate against ethnic differences. 

TOPIC 12: Women in politics 

Nordic states are at the top of World Ranking regarding gender equality and women’s participation in politics.

Nearly the half of Parliaments in Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Finland are composed of women. 

In Nordic states, the social culture is based upon gender equality. For instance, men are given permission for birth, when their wives give birth to children. 

According to Pippa Norris, the level of women participation in politics and gender equality is the highest in Protestants, lower in Catholics and the lowest in Orthodox and Muslim states. 
In Orthodox and Muslim states, not only the men, but also the women think that, “politics is not women’s business”. 
Number of women members of Parliament is an indicator of a “good democracy”, but not on its own. Rwanda is amongst the top places of World rank, but Rwanda is not one of the most democratic states in the World. 

The participation of women in politics and gender equality depends on the level of “patriarchic social order”. In societies where the patriarchic social order is powerful, the women representation in politics is weak. 

In some states, such as Belgium, gender quotas are adopted in order to increase the level of women MPs. 

All the US Presidents were men.

Some women leaders in different countries:  

Margaret Thatcher was UK Prime Minister. Angela Merkel is German Prime Minister. Tansu Çiller was Turkish Prime Minister. Edith Cresson was French Prime Minister. 

Features of Feminism: 

Gender equality: Feminism supports gender equality in social, political and economic life. Equal women representation in Parliament. Freedom to sexual orientations. 

Anti-militarism: Feminism is essentially an anti-militarist approach. It analyzes the linkages between war and gender. It analyzes the trauma of women losing their husbands in war, or of women being raped in war. It also focuses on civilian casualties and the effects of war on children and women. It tries to develop peace preserving methods. 

According to feminism, “male dominated rationalism” of Capitalism does not pay attention to economic oppression.  Likewise, the “male dominated warrior-heroism” of Nationalism does not pay attention to peace and human rights. 

The current male-dominated political thought and its practices could be changed when the gender-equality is provided.  
“All the women are not feminists, all the men are not anti-feminists”… 

TOPIC 13: Violence in politics

Violence is the usage of physical force, or the threat of directing physical force. 

In 20th Century, Communist governments occupied the first place in state violence causing citizens’ death. 

Group violence against individual: Generally, leaders or outstanding (radical) social figures are targeted. The crime might be committed by one person, but is generally planned by a group. 

Terrorism: Generally unarmed people or soldiers are targeted. They are not the actual target, but they are made victims of political messages. 

Terrorists hope for media coverage. While the governments does not. 

Group violence against group: Ethnic conflicts, religious conflicts… 

Riot, rebellion: Generally prosperities are harmed, since the prosperities are seen as sources of the system.  

Separatist violence:  A group or a region uses violence for secessionism. 

Civil war:  Armed clashes between a group (or region) and the central government. 

Coup: Overthrows the leader and his associates. Does not replace the socio-economic class order. 

Revolution: Overthrows the entire socio-economic and political system, changes the class structure. 

War: Two states use violence against each other via their military forces. 

TOPIC 14:

Indicators of underdeveloped economies

Shortage of food.

Low industrialization.

Agricultural production overshadowing industrial production.

Majority of population in rural areas. 

High unemployment

Low GPD.

Low access to media (newspapers, internet, etc.)

Low education level. 

Huge income gaps between rich and poor. 

Weak middle classes. 

High dependence on foreign economies. 

Indicators of developed economies   

Adequate food.

High industrialization.

Industrial production overshadowing agricultural production.

Majority of population in urban areas. 

Low unemployment

High GPD.

High access to media (newspapers, internet, etc.)

High education level. 

Small income gaps between rich and poor. 

Powerful middle classes. 

Low dependence on foreign economies. 

